






intelligent alien life increase. 
Governments and international 
organizations around the world 
have taken notice of the chang­
ing odds. No governmental offi­
cial has gone on record claiming 
that UFOs are real, let alone a 
threat. Yet with little public fan­
fare, they have begun preparing 
for the single most important 
event in human history: firs t con­
tact. That is, the moment earth­
lings discover incontrovertible 
proof that they are not alone. 

Early Warning 
Unless ET materializes from an­
other dimension in the middle of 
the Super Bowl, humans most 
likely will have some advance 
warning of its arrival. How much 
time we get to s traighten up for 
extraterrestrial company de­
pends upon who spots ET first. 

The privately funded SETI 
Inst itute uses radio telescopes 
owned by observatories around 
the world to sweep the sky for 
signals broadcast by advanced 
civilizations. If ET has read Emily 
Post, or he r intergalactic equiva­
lent, and calls ahead, we could 
have years, even d cades. to 
prepare for fi rst contact. Unfortu­
nately, the curren t SETI (Search 
for Extraterrestrial Int lligence) 
project can afford to look at only 
small swatches of the sky, so any 

xtraterrestrial court sy calls 
probably will b missed . 

A more likely sc nario is that 
the U.S. Air Fore would spot 
ET's spacecraft as ii traverses the 
void between the Earth and the 
moon. Using powerful r dar and 
optical telescopes in Hawaii, 
Gr enland, Florid nd the In ­
dian Ocean, th Air force Space 
Command tracks s I Iii! s, moni­
tors missile launch s. and spots 
bas ball- and larg r-siz bits of 
orbi ting debri s with th hope of 
preventing 11 from p rlora ing a 
spac shutt le or th Int rnallonal 
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Space Station. If ET turns up 
on Space Command's radar. ii 
would mean the alien visitors are 
only hours or minutes aw y. 

Cowitdown To Contact 
The broad-brush outline for 
Earth's response to the firs t alien 
encounter is set out in an inter­
national agreement called the 
"D claration of Principles Con-
e ming Activities Following the 
Del ction of Extraterres tr ial In -
t lligence." Written by a commit­
I e of sci ntists organiz d by the 
SETI Institute. the declaralion 
s pells out what astronom rs 
shou ld do, and wh t th y s hould 

void doing, imm di t ly fl er 
fir s t cont ct. 

P rhaps the mos t surpris ing 
sp ct of the agr m nt is that 
s tr onomers who sign on to the 

d clara t1on agree to k '-' P th 

news of an imminent contact un• 
der their hat until the astronomy 
com munit y a nd a uthorities have 
been nolifi d . 

Th d clara tion also establish­
es fairly sp cific guidelines re­
garding the protection of the 
radio frequ ncies that alien 
civilizations might use to com­
munica t with Earth . As soon as 
a radio signal is confirmed as 
originating from an extraterr s­
trial source , the In terna tional 
Tel communications Union 
would ask governments around 
the world to forbid use of that 
portion of the electromagne tic 
spectrum. It is hoped that ET will 
have sulfi i ntly s tudied hum n 
habit s to und rs tand that ca lling 
ea1thlings on the frequenci s 
used !or microw ve ovens nd 
garag doo1 op ners will b in ­
terpr - ted as belligerent c t. 
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"A signal that repeated in an organized pattern was detected 
beaming straight at the Earth from 1 million miles in space." 

A Proposed Welcoming Committee 
The International Academy of Astronautics in Paris maintains 
a list of volunteers willing to help world governments if ET ar­
rives. Most are astronomers. Here is the team that PM would 
prefer to see on the job. Shown counterclockwise from the 
center are: Sen. John Glenn, American Representative. As the 
first American to orbit the Earth and an elected political lead­
er, the senator is the obvious choice to lead the American 
delegation. Frank Drake, Science Officer. Creator of the Drake 
Equation and a driving force behind the SETI project, Drake 
would represent the world's scientific community. Hal Puthoff, 
Powerplant Engineering. An expert on zero-point energy, a 
means of extracting limitless power from the quantum vacu­
um without violating the known laws of physics, Puthoff 
would understand how ET powers its craft. 

Sheila E. Widnall, Weapons Systems. A Massachusetts Insti­
tute of Technology professor who served as Secretary of the 
Air Force In the 1990s, Widnall would be able to assess ET's 
weapons. Ning LI, Propulsion Systems. A former NASA scien­
tist, LI devised the theory that explains how the electromag­
netic force that we use every day might also be harnessed to 
manipulate gravity. Perhaps ET uses similar technology. K. Eric 
Drexler, Structural Systems. A tra ilblazer in the now fast-grow­
ing field of nanotechnology- build ing materials atom 
by atom-Drexler pioneered the idea of smart materials, 
which ET would doubtlessly also use in its craft.Jane Goodall, 
Communications Officer. Having devoted her life to the study 
of chimpanzees, primatologist Goodall has proved her ability 
to communicate wi th intelligent non humans. 

Close Encounter 
About five years ago the fust 
contact protocols were pu t to the 
test. For 12 hours , SETI astrono­
mers marveled a the prospect 
tha t their golden moment had ar­
rived. A signal that repeat d in 

dis tant s t ionary object qu ickly 
faded as the relentless ro ta tion 

Th e New York Tim es ." So much 
fo r the secrecy provision of the 
SETI protocol. Within hours , the 

an organized pattern was detec t­
e beaming straigh t at th E rlh 
from 1 1 ii ion mil s in sp c . 

The first pnouty was lo I 1t 
1adio as tronom rs t1 1otrnd th . 
world to rF-dir ct th .11 t l -
cop s Th igne1l hom !11<• 
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ol the Ea1lh swepl it ou t of the 
telescope's listening range . 
Douglas Vakoch , the SETI Insti­
tut 's social sc1en llsl responsible 
Io1 prep 1ing Earth 's 1 ply lo 
an xlr lerres lnal message, 
tells P OPULAR Mf'.01AN1CS what hap­
pen d next: "Al Ibis po1nl, all 
ol our d1scuss1ons we!' int med 
to ou1 t 111 . We didn ' t wr1nl lo 
t: ty wolf. Thran , i n th m1ds1 of 
tl1 .. proc ss, we g t a call h orn 

tory evapora ted. The SETI team 
iden tilied the mys! 1y signal as 
a data transmiss ion from SOHO, 
a sun-watching observatory on 
an almost-sta tiona1y or it bou t 
1 million mi les from Ea rth . 

Vakoch says he was not s u1 -
pris cl that the story of the 
possibl alien conla I I aked so 
q 1ickly. "These g u1dclln h8v 
110 legal fo 1c . Th y h v b n 
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"Only a small part of 'The Brookings Report' dealt with alien 
encounter. But it contained a stern warning." 

per 
a craft 
benuc 
Emerg 
bemo 

draf ed in the hope of getting 
broader discussion ." 

As £a1 as the U.S. government 
1s concerned, that discussion 
star ed dnd ended mor than 
40 y 1s ago. ,gaidl i:;s of how 
h world's dSlronorny commu 
tty mJgh t w nl to h ndl • JiJsl 
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ct, Uncl, S m has dr s 
And th y, t 011 lh 

assu mption tha1 ET 1s firs t and 
foremos t a11 ill gal alien , 

Presumed Dangerous 
T • I how hum 11ity 
n it. fi rs l con lnc t 

I ' :=; o l i 
c tl Os 

l cl 

ti he Spt1c1 

-~-_..,...---

Admin ·stration NASA). Curious 
as to how discovenes abo t I he 
origin of the universe might af­
fect society a s a whole, NASA 
contracted wi h the Brookmgs 
Institution, a leading think tank, 
to research he question . Only a 
small part of its 100-page answe1 , 
wh ·ch came to be ow-n as "T e 
Brookmgs Report ," ealt W1th 
alien encounter. Bu t ii con tained 
a s tem warning. "Anlhropologi a 
tiles contain many examples of 
societies , sure of thei1 place in 
the universe, which have disint 
g1ated when they had to associ­
ate with pr viou ly unfanuliar 
socie tie e ou ing diffe1 en 
id as I d if ( re nt lif w y ; 
otl e1s th I surv1v 1 an ex-

ti . 

y aym 
es 
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travel outside of Ear h 's solar 
system, NASA decided to ignore 
warmngs in the 1 60 "Brook ings 
R por1" about th dang rs inher­
en t in contact with an advanced 
alien race. Instead, th spac 
agency sent an invi tation fo1 

x rat rres liials to v1s1t Edrth A 
gold-anodized aluminum plaque 

ngrav d with a map showing 
h locallon of E rth was attached 

to the Pione r 10 sp c craft . 
Wh 1 11 sent i ts 1 st message, 
m January 2003, ti was mo, than 
7 bil11on mtles along on trtp that 
wtll ctk 11 to he star Aid baran . 

tate Of Emergency 
If tT turns up at ASA' s doors! p 

tumg that mv1I 11011 . ti 1s 111 /or 
sur 11 s •. Inst ad o f q ~llmg 

ha11dahdk h orn thC:1 Ii ad of 
ASA 11 wt! b • houdcu ff ~d by n 

·w OCJt.:111 dwb:.1:d Ill O 1:31 ,,:,of ·ty 
L v I 4 JUII ln i.!t--11d o f t;IP1•p111CJ 
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in the Lmcoln Bedroom at th 
Wh ite House. the alien will be 
whisked away to the Departm nt 
of Agnculture's Animal Dis ase 
Cent r on Plum Island , off the 
coas t of New York 's Long Island . 
H r I I wtll b poked and p rob d 
by docto rs from the National 
Instil tes of H al h . A Depart ­
ment of Energy fDOE1 Nuclear 
Emergency Search Team (NEST) 
wil l tow away tis spacecraf t. 

Unlri ndly as thi s welcom 
m y se m , i t is the ch ain of 
ev nt s that most hk ly will fol ­
low th v1s1t o1 's arriv I. U111qu 
as the opp arance of an lien-p 1-
lol cl sp cPc 1aft may be, th 

v n l 1nco1porates el m nt s ol 
thr s1tuat1ons I mtl 1 1 lo feel 1-

l n 1gcn1cy 1 spons wo1 k 1s: 
o pl 11 , c1as h , th I I S<' of 

h, , ~ 111, r ,., l\t'" /, .. 1 •. r ... ·" 
po ut rm chanlcs . om / cl n 

Nonhuman but afive, ET would fikely be 
legally classified as an animal and 
quarantined in a Biosafety Level 4 
facility (above) on Plum Island (/eh). 

radioact i ve material. and the 
capture of an animal suspected 
of harbor ing a con tagious dis ­
ease. Responsibi lities in these 
si tua ions are spelled out m 
Presidential Executive O rders. 

Unless ii is spewing exhaust. 
he cra ft would be assumed to be 

nuclear powered . This determina­
tion would put NEST technicians 
in charge of securing the Ciaft 
and moving ii to a DOE facilit y. 
most likely in New Mexico, where 
it would be in close proximi y 
to the Sandia and Los Alamos 
nuclear laboratories and the 
White Sands M issile Range. 
In ternational agreements also 
put NEST on call if the era( t lands 
out of the Um ed States. as hap­
pened in 1978 when a Sovie sat ­
elli te leaking nuclear fuel landed 
in the Canadian wilderness . 

NEST, howev r. wou ld operate 
in the b ckground. In a nuc e r 

m rgency. th FBI 1s put in 
cha1g of ublic safety, public 
health and u he information. 
Those, t le st. ar th plans . 
How thmgs might ctually urn 
ou t 1s nyon ·s u ss . 

Skep tic ol t . n sk why UFO 
sigh tings s - m to t ke plac 
only 111 1 mot locl'\hons mste d 
of on bu sy c ity st1 ets. Perh ps 
ET knows whc1t ~ rthhngs hav 
in mind wh ~n 11 lands . IN 
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